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Rise and Fall of States in Systems Science’ s Perspective
—Examples of EU and Mid- East

NIU Song
( Middle East Studies Institute Shanghai International Studies University ~Shanghai 200083  China)

Abstract: Social scientists such as Hobbes Social Darwinists and Alexander Wendt borrow some
natural science concepts thinking and research methods to analog the rise and fall of countries and organ—
izations with the existence and demise of natural living organisms so as to explore the similar attributes
between living organisms and countries. A country’ s rise lies in its strong momentum while its fall lies in
the lack of momentum in its development. Its rise and fall has cycles. There is a sharp contrast of EU’ s
rise and Middle East’ s fall nowadays but this is only an alternating rise and fall microcosm of the two
actors between EU and Middle East in history.

Key words: Rise and fall of countries; Science; Social science; EU; Middle East



